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1. The Tribal Council shall take such actions as are necessary to protect Sacred
Sites identified as such by the CRMO and/or other persons employed by the Tribe for the 
purpose of site identification. The Tribal Council shall take such actions as are necessary to 
recover Sacred O�jects that have been illegally obtained, or obtained without the consent or 
authorization by the Tribe. 

2. The CRMO, with the assistance of the TCPA Committee and the approval of
the Tribal Council, shall develop and enforce any regulations, rules or policies to effectuate 
protection of Sacred Sites. 

3. The CRMO is authorized and encouraged to negotiate memoranda of
agreement with other tribes, state, federal and local agencies which outline specific measures 
to protect Sacred Sites. The final authority to sign such agreements rests with the Tribal 
Council. 

D. Receipt of Artifacts and Cultural Resources Donated or Purchased. It is the policy of
the Tribe that persons possessing resources, objects, or other materials ,mth religious, historical, or 
cultural significance to the Tribe are encouraged to donate these resources to the Tribe in order to 
prevent the dispersion and loss of resources important to the preservation of the culture of the Tribe. 
The Tribe strongly discourages the use of sale or purchase to acquire these resources. However, as a 
last resort, the purchase of these resources may be authorized only after approval by the Tribal 
Council. 

C ) 
E. The Tribe reserves the right to seek legal redress through the appropriate Court to

obtain an order for the return of Cultural Resources. 

F. Access to Sacred Sites. The Tribal Council shall take such actions as it deems
necessary to ensure that Tribal members are granted access to Sacred Sites.

36.04.500 Protection of Indian Graves 

Chapter 27.44 of The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) provides for the protection of 
Indian graves. It is the policy of the Tribe to support enforcement of these statutes. It is the intent of 
this section 36.04.500 to provide a mechanism for expeditiously determining whether or not written 
consent for any activities under Chapter 27.44 shall be given. 

36.04.510 Procedures for Obtaining Consent 

A request to conduct activities under Chapter 27.44 of the RCW shall be presented to the 
-:;RMo. The CRMO shall direct appropriate representatives, employees and/or professionals under 
,ntract with the Tribe to conduct an :investigation of the matter and make a fonnal written report to 
� Tribal Council witlun 20 days reconn11ending whether or not to grant consent to the activity, and 
onsent is granted, what if any conditions should be imposed on the activity. Such conditions shall 
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include the option of the Tribe to perform any excavations or other activities in full or in part and any 
other survey or prelinunary work in full or in part, under contract with the requesting party. 

36.04.520 Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

The Native .American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (N.AGPRA) provides for the 
protection of Native .American graves and for the return and repatriation of human remains, burial 
artifacts, unassociated burial artifacts, Sacred O�jects and objects of cultural patrimony. It is the 
policy of the Tribe to support the enforcement and administration of this Act. 

A. The CRMO, with consultation with the TCP A Committee, is vested with the authority
to administer the provisions of the NAGPRA. The CRMO shall administer NAGPRA related issues 
in conjunction with the TCP .A Conmuttee and/or the Tribal Council. 

B. The CRMO, with consultation with the TCP .A Committee, shall develop
administrative procedures to implement the provisions of Tribal consultation with federal agencies 
and others, regarding the proper handling and disposition of human remains, burial artifacts, Sacred 

Objects and objects of cultural patrimony. 

C. The CRMO shall, with consultation with the TCP A Committee, the Tribal Council,
and Tribal Attorney, initiate administrative and/or legal action to enforce the provisions ofNAGPRA. 

D. The CRMO, in conjunction with the TCPA Committee, shall identify non-Tribal
lands suitable for repatriation activities. Any lands so acquired shall be administered by the CRMO. 

E. The CRMO, in conjunction with the TCP A Committee, with review by the Tribal
Attorney and approval of the Tribal Council, is authorized and encouraged to negotiate memoranda of 
agreement with other tribes regarding protocol of repau:iation activities. The CRM O, in conjunction 
with the TCP A Comnuttee, is also authorized, with review by the Tribal Attorney and approval of the 
Tribal Council, to negotiate memoranda of agreement with private landowners, local, state and federal 
agencies regarding the availability and suitability of setting aside lands suitable for repatriation 
activities. The final authority to sign any such agreement rests with the Tribal Council. 

F. Upon agreement by the Nooksack CRMO, the Nooksack TCP A Committee, and the
Tribal Council, identified objects that meet the policy criteria of each may be transferred to the 
CRMO. At no time will the CRMO assume the responsibility of the Tribal Council outside of the 

agreed policies. 

36.04.530 Standards and Procedures for the Discovery and Handling of Ancestral Human 

Remains 

A. Applicability. The procedures describe the necessary steps to be followed in the
discovery and subsequent handling of ancestral human remains found on Protected Lands or in the 
Traditional Areas of the Nooksack Tribe. The intent of these procedures is to ensure that such 
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